[Parliamentarians Name and Address]
[Date]

The Rt. Hon. Yvette Cooper MP
Secretary of State for Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Affairs
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office
King Charles Street
London SW1A 2AH 

Dear Foreign Secretary,
Re: UK action to support girls and women in humanitarian crises
As [MP for [constituency]/ a member of the House of Lords], I am writing to express my deep concern about the disproportionate and escalating impact that conflicts and humanitarian crises are having on girls and women. 
Evidence from organisations working directly with affected communities, including Plan International UK, shows that girls face distinct and heightened risks in emergencies that are far too often overlooked. In crises, girls are more likely to be pulled out of school, pushed into early and forced marriage, and denied access to essential sexual and reproductive health services. When food is scarce, girls frequently eat least and last. When families are displaced, girls’ risk of violence, exploitation, and abuse increases sharply. These harms are not inevitable - they are the result of responses that systematically fail to recognise the specific vulnerabilities and risks girls face.
The current humanitarian crises in Sudan and Gaza illustrate this starkly. In Sudan, girls are facing extreme levels of violence, including rape and sexual assault, alongside the collapse of education and protection systems. In Gaza, girls and women have been cut off from vital supplies such as period products, and have faced huge levels of violence, accounting for 67% of people killed. 
Your commitment to tackling violence against women and girls is an important and welcome step, including your recent announcement of £20 million in new UK funding to support survivors of conflict-related sexual violence in Sudan. Building on this through sustained, gender and age responsive action, including through a strong refreshed National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security is essential if the UK is to protect and empower girls and women in crises around the world. 
Within the ongoing FCDO budget review of country allocations, I urge you to ensure that girls’ rights and needs are systematically prioritised across all humanitarian responses. 
This includes:
· Reviewing gender and age responsive spending across each crisis to ensure funding aligns with assessed needs. 
· Protecting and prioritising funding for essential services girls need - like education in emergencies, protection services, and sexual and reproductive health services. 
· Supporting locally led responses that elevate the voices and leadership of girls and young women.
· Raising issues affecting girls and women in conflict in your diplomatic efforts, bilaterally and in multilateral forums such as the UN Security Council and the UN Human Rights Council.

The UK’s upcoming Global Partnership Conference and the UK’s 2027 G20 Presidency provide valuable platforms to demonstrate renewed global ambition on preventing violence against women and girls and advancing girls’ rights in crisis contexts.

The UK has a strong legacy of action in responding to global crises and championing the rights of girls and women. Given the scale and severity of the horrific threats facing girls and women globally, it is now more essential than ever that this leadership is sustained and strengthened. I would welcome further detail on how the Government intends to prioritise and resource this agenda over the coming year.
I look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,
[Parliamentarians Name]
[Member of Parliament for [Constituency]]

